
Birth in the Balance 
 Association of Radical Midwives Conference 

Because Midwifery Matters 

Chair: Professor Lesley Page CBE 
 
Speakers: 
 
Professor Hannah Dahlen 

Professor Mavis Kirkham 

Sheena Byrom OBE 

Clare Coggin 

Denis Walsh 

Workshops and extras 
 

Journaling for women and midwives 
 

The Midwives’ Haven 
 

Care in Bereavement 
 

Leicester Home Birth Team 
 

Fearless Birth 
 

Upright Breech Birth 
   

Social Media for Midwives 

Conference Artist-in-Residence: Laura Godfrey-Isaacs 
 

‘Radical Journaling’ - The ARM Conference Journal  
During the ARM conference 2018 you are invited to make contributions to a conference journal  

that will be compiled over the day using drawings, prose, poetry, writing 

Plus: Campaign updates; why feminism matters for birth;  
how to spot media manipulation and lots more! 

Tickets from www.midwifery.org.uk 
£90 ARM members; £100 non-members 

£45 student and concession ARM members; £55 student and concession non-members  
 

Twitter: @radmidassoc    Facebook: @radicalmidwives 
 #BirthintheBalance #ArmConf2018 #BITB 
 

enquiries@midwifery.org.uk 

*** Friday 30 November 2018 *** 
*** Pre-conference buffet supper, quiz and entertainment (£20 supplement) *** 

Accommodation is available at the venue or with local members who have offered bed, sofa or floor space. See our website for info 

Saturday 1 December 2018  -  8.30am-5pm 
The Village Hotel, Chilwell, Nottingham 



Who are our speakers? 

Professor Lesley Page CBE is president of the Royal College of Midwives. She was the first 
professor of midwifery in the UK at Thames Valley University and Queen Charlotte’s Hospital. 
She is a renowned academic, advocate and activist for midwives, mothers and babies, with 
more than 32 years’ midwifery experience. 
 
Professor Hannah Dahlen is a Professor of Midwifery at the Western Sydney University. She 
has published more than 100 papers and is a practising clinical midwife. 
 
Professor Mavis Kirkham holds several professorships including at the University of 
Technology, Auckland, is author of dozens of papers and books, and leads research into the 
mother-midwife relationship. 
 
Sheena Byrom OBE is Lead for ‘All4Maternity’, co-owner of The Practising Midwife, author of 
‘Catching Babies’ and ‘The Roar Behind the Silence’. Lifelong champion of mothers and 
midwifery. 
 
Clare Coggin is a mother of two boys born by emergency caesarean section, was lead 
commissioner for maternity services in a large primary care trust, now runs ‘Caesarean in 
Focus’ for #positivecaesarean 
 
Denis Walsh is a former Associate Professor of Midwifery, now working with the Women’s 
Equality Party and the Midwifery Unit Network 
 
Laura Godfrey-Isaacs is an artist, midwife and feminist academic and activist. She spent over 
twenty years in the arts, as a visual arts, academic and creative producer.  In 2016 she 
graduated as a midwife and now works at Kings College Hospital, London as a community 
midwife.  

 BIRTH IN THE BALANCE 

 
Can midwives and mothers together balance safety, experience, dignity, care and joy in 
childbirth? 
 
Does the media help or hinder midwives who support women’s choices? 
 
We know that some women, and some labours, sometimes need help. How can we use 
intervention wisely when needed, without interfering in normal birth? 
 
Birth can be traumatic, or even tragic. How do we minimise these outcomes? If they do 
happen, what should we do next? 
 
ARM is tackling the big questions. We can’t promise all the answers, but our conference aims 
to help midwives and mothers to live in the solutions rather than the problems. 


