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ASSOCIATION OF RADICAL MIDWIVES

The Association was formed in 1976 by a small group of student midwives from different training schools, who were alarmed by
the apparent trend towards "maternity nurse” status in their training. With growing support from other student midwives, qualified
midwives in all fields of practice, and from the women themselves who are consumers of maternity services, that undesirable trend
is at least being challenged. A.R.M. can feel justifiably proud to have been part of the movement towards a more caring attitude
in midwitery, and to have been instrumental in helping alert our colleagues to the threatened loss of our professional independence.
The word 'Radical’ is used in its literary meaning of relating to roots and origins, and best expresses the hopes of that early group,
that midwifery could find its way back to a position where midwives’ skills were used to the full, while still taking full advantage
of the benefits of modern technological advances, where these are seen to be in the best interests of the woman and her child.

In other words, the hope that the true meaning of midwife ('with woman') will once more be realised in practice,

OBJECTIVES

. To share ideals, skills and information.
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OUR QUARTERLY MAGAZINE

MIDWIFERY MATTERS is our line of communication bet-
ween members, and also from ARM to others concerned
with maternity care. In principle it will be published quarterly
and will include reports from meetings during the last three
months. Although the actual publishing and editing is lodg-
ed with the South Wales Group, the Regional Groups take
turns in providing the main features, which may sometimes
illustrate a common theme. The rota for this input is made
up at-the Annual General Meeting from volunteer Regional
Groups.

Regular inclusions such as letters, book and film reviews,
forthcoming events and other items of interest are always
needed. Artwork is always welcome, as are good
photographs. We can return originals,

This is YOUR magazine, let us hear from YOU!

MEMBERSHIP

UK and Europe — £15 pa.
Unwaged (optional concession) — £7.50
Overseas (airmail) — £20 pa.
(See Subscription Form inside this magazine)
Please do not send foreign currency, since bank charges and

exchange rates reduce the finaly payment, and make this -

method unacceptable,
£ Sterling only please!

. To re-establish the confidence of the midwife in her own skills.

. To encourage midwives in their support of womens' active participation in birth.
To re-affirm the need for midwives to provide continuity of carers.

. To explore alternative patterns of care.

. To encourage evaluation of developments of our field.

NATIONAL MEETINGS

We meet regularly to exchange views, hear of developments
in maternity care and share our skills with each other.
Members are encouraged to bring along non-member col-
leagues and friends. Meetings, which are open to all who
are concerned about maternity care, are held every three
months, on the third Saturday of March, june and
September, and the second Saturday in December. (One
of these meetings will be the AGM). Venues vary around
UK to give everyone a chance to attend at some time dur-
ing the year, and will be announced in MIDWIFERY MAT-
TERS, together with directions and map. The registration
fee is £8 for non-members and £6 for members, to include
lunch and light refreshments during the day. Paid-up ARM
members can claim a refund of travel expenses over £10
based on the most economical transport, funded mainly by
the registration fee. Overnight accommodation is always
available, usually in local members' homes. (bring sleeping
bags if possible).

1990 NATIONAL MEETINGS

17th March — Ormskirk
16th June — Wolverhampton
15th September — Cardiff (AGM)
9th December — Nottingham

IMPORTANT

Read the label on your MIDWIFERY MATTERS mailing envelope before you throw it away, and check your subscription
renewal date. Unless you have an active standing order, the date shown indicates the end of your subscription. This
may be your last magazine unless you renew before the next issue comes out.
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The views expressed in this magazine are
those of individual contributors an are nat
necessarily those of ARM as a whole,

Information on the BVENLS page will be
confined to basic details only. Any further
elaboration will be charged the usual rate.

Advertising js accepted at the discretion of
ABM. We are unable to accept inserts, all
other enquires shouid be directed to the
Magazine Group.
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Apologies

We regret the problems which occurred during the pro-
duction of Issue 46, which resulted in 3 sub-standard
magazine, Qur apologies to the editorial team and to
readers,

Andrew Caesar on behalf of Manchestor Free Press.



REGIONAL EDITORIAL

Merseyside/West Lancs Region

This issue of MIDWIFERY MATTERS is listed as the "Liver-
pool” issue, although in fact we are spread over Merseyside
and West Lancashire. It is quite some time since we held
regular meetings, the problem seems to be finding a venue
which suits everyone.. There are four main maternity units
in the region, in addition to some smaller ones on the out-
skirts, and it seems likely that if regular meetings are to start
up again, we will need to divide into smaller groups based
around these centres. However, a dircular to the 48 members
in the region, asking for articles and items of interest for
this issue brought a good response which is encouraging.

The region is not without innovation. Fazakerley Materni-
ty Unit is the first in the North West to install a pool in the
delivery suite for the use of women in labour. This hospital
also obtained funding to finance structural alterations and
a complete re-organisation of the antenatal clinic, introduc-
ing continuity of care by midwives with the medical staff
"in the wings” to be consulted when necessary. The Liver-
pool Maternity Hospital and Mill Road Maternity Hospital
have merged schools, and now offer a three year pre-
registration midwifery course, in addition to the post-
registration course.

Independent midwifery is alive in the region, with one full
time practitioner and one or two part timers, and their col-
leagues in the NHS are on the whole guite supportive.

Liverpool itself is a vibrant city, with a wide choice of live
entertainment, theatre, music, dance and other arts, both
professional and amateur. There are the usual inner city pro-
blems which midwives are familiar with, but the West Lancs
region covers a large rural area, which adds variety and a
welcome breath of country air.

We had some difficulty making our final decision on which
features to include in this issue. especially since we knew

that the main feature, the Maternity Services Contract would
take almost all the space we had available, We decided not
to let this restrict our offering of other features, so this issue
will be somewhat larger than usual. Fortunately ARM has
not actually laid down any maximum number of pages for
each issue, so we feel quite justified in presenting you with
a "bumper" issue this time. We hape you will enjoy reading
it, and look forward to your comments and opinions.

Shelley Bennett, Sally Herbert, Dorothy Howard and
Ishbel Kargar.

Editor's Note

I will be moving house in the middle of December, my
phone number will stay the same.

We had a huge amount of articles submitted for this issue
and may not have published it all. If you don't see your ar-
ticle we will keep it safe until the Spring issue, no.48.

Included in this magazine are the references for articles
on Preconceptional Care and Sarah Gamp, issue no. 46.

| hope you enjoy this bumper issue, there's certainly plenty
to read during the winter evenings ahead.

Please feel free to ring me regarding ARM and magazine
issues.

Sandra Arthur
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